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IMPORTANT  MANUSCRIPT  OP  A SPEECH  ffRITEBN  AND  DELIVERED  BY  ABRAHAM  LINCOIN. 

Complete  Original  Autograph  Manuaorlpt  of  a speeoh  on 
"Seotionaliem".  Delirered  (Ootoher  1,  1856)  Compriaea 
about  Seventeen  Hundred  and  Fifty  liVords  in  Linooln's 
Autograph*  Written  on  eight  folio  sheets. 

Probably  the  Longest  and  Most  Important  Manuscript  of  a Linooln  Speech  That 
Will  Ever  Likely  Appear  for  Sale.  No  Other  of  Equal  Length  Has  Ever  Been 
Offered  at  Public  Sale.  This  was  one  of  the  manuscripts  that  Linooln  left 
with  Mrs.  Grlmsley  (Cousin  Lizzie)  as  a part  of  his  "literary  bureau"  when 
he  left  Springfield  for  Washington.  They  were  delivered  to  her  in  a carpet 
bag,  Linooln  telling  her  that  if  be  came  back  she  was  to  return  them  to  him, 
but  that  if  he  did  not,  she  could  dispose  of  them  as  she  wished.  After  his 
death  she  gave  perhaps  a dozen  manuscripts  to  his  friends,  including  the 
above,  before  a servant  threw  the  carpet  bag  with  the  remainder  of  the  man- 
uscripts Into  the  fire. 

This  manuscript,  "Sectionalism"  was  given  by  Mrs.  Grimsley  to  Colonel 
Robert  B.  Latham,  a friend  of  Linooln's,  and  on  the  death  of  Colonel  Latham 
it  came  into  the  possession  of  his  son,  the  present  owner,  William  Latham. 

The  speeoh  on  sectionalism  was  delivered  on  October  1,  1856,  in  the  Fremont 
campaign.  Fremont  was  nominated  for  President  and  Dayton  was  nominated  for 
Vice  President  in  the  Republican  Convention  held  in  Philadelphia  on  June  17, 
1856.  The  Republicans  of  Illinois  placed  Linooln  at  the  head  of  their  Elec- 
toral ticket.  He  had  acquired  a reputation  as  a campaign  speaker,  and  en- 
tered into  the  campaign  with  promptness  and  zeal.  In  all,  he  made  about 
fifty  (60)  speeches  confirming  himself  to  the  State  of  Illinois.  Only  two 
of  the  fifty  speeches  are  Known  to  Exist,  — The  Present  Manuscript  of  the 
Speech  of  October  1,  1656  and  a Portion  of  the  Speech  Delivered  at  Galena 
Illinois  on  August  1,  1856. 

Linooln  was  fully  aware  that  James  Buchanan  was  the  "dark  horse"  to  beat 
in  this  race,  and  in  this  speeoh  he  examines  sectionalism,  "a  little  more 
carefully  than  I have  heretofore  done,  or  seen  it  done  by  others".  The 
Democrats  maintained  that  the  Republican  Party  was  a sectional  one,  and 
theirs  was  a national  one.  This  speeoh  on  sectionalism  was  one  of  the 
speeches  which  shows  the  gradual  growth  of  the  argument  presented  in  the 
"Divided  House"  speeoh  at  Springfield  on  June  16,  1658,  delivered  by  Lin- 
ooln on  his  nomination  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  which  speeoh 
he  said,— 

"We  are  now  far  into  the  fifth  year  since  a policy  was  initialed  with 
avowed  object  and  confident  promise  of  putting  an  end  to  slavery  agitation. 
Under  the  operation  of  that  policy,  that  agitation  has  not  only  now  ceased, 
but  has  constantly  augmented.  In  my  opinion,  it  will  not  cease  until  a 
crisis  shall  have  been  reached  and  passed.  'A  house  divided  against  itself 
cannot  stand'.  I believe  this  government  cannot  endure  peiLaanently  half 
slave  and  half  free". 

This  Manuscript  Is  Not  a Fragment,  But  is  Complete.  It  was  Lincoln's  habit 
to  write  carefully  on  subjects  that  Interested  him,  probably  for  the  pur- 
pose of  fixing  the  thought  more  firmly  in  hia  own  mind,  so  that  he  would  be 
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plete  Uanusoripts  of  lEbis  Character  Saved  from  the  Carpet  Bag.  In  addition 
to  these,  seven  or  eight  separate  pages  were  taken  from  other  manuscripts 
and  distributed  amont  his  fiends.  Dhose  seven  or  eight  vere  all  fragmen- 
tary to  different  individuals  and  have  never  been  gathered  together.  Nioo- 
lay  & Hay  gave  the  supposed  date  of  October  1,  1868  for  each  of  the  separ- 
ated pages  and  the  date  of  October  1,  1856  for  the  manuscript  on  Sectional- 
ism. The  Latter  is  not  fragmentary  but  it  is  complete  and  entire  as  Lincoln 
wrote  it  out.  The  ruse  of  the  word  'fragmentary'  indicates  that  it  is 
probable  that  if  delivered  as  a speech  he  possibly  spoke  at  the  same  time 
on  other  subjects  but  as  fas  as  this  manuscript  is  concerned  it  is  complete 
and  entire  just  as  Lincoln  wrote  it. 

The  following  quotations  are  from  this  manuscript,— 

" It  is  constantly  objected  to  Fremont  & Dayton,  that  they  are  supported 
by  a sectional  party,  who,  by  their  sectionalism,  endanger  the  National 
Union.  This  object,  more  than  all  others,  caused  men,  really  opposed  to 
slavery  extension,  to  hesitate.  Practically,  it  is  the  most  difficult  ob- 
jection we  have  to  meet." 

" For  this  reason,  I now  propose  to  examine  it,  a little  more  carefully 
them  1 have  heretofore  done,  or  seen  it  done  by  others. 

First,  then,  what  is  the  question  between  the  parties,  respectively  repre- 
sented by  Buchanan  and  Fremont? 

" Simply  this;  'Shall  slavery  be  allowed  to  extend  into  TJ.S.  territories, 
now  legally  free?  Buchanan  says  it  shall,  and  Fremont  says  it  shall  not. 

" That  is  the  naked  issue,  and  the  whole  of  it.  Lay  the  respective  plat- 
forms side  by  side  and  the  difference  between  them,  will  be  found  to  amount 
to  precisely  that. 

"True,  each  party  charges  upon  the  other,  designs  much  beyond  what  is  in- 
volved in  the  issue,  as  stated;  but  as  these  charges  can  not  be  fully 
proved  either  way,  it  is  probably  better  to  reject  them  on  both  sides,  and 
stick  to  the  naked  issue,  as  it  is  clearly  made  up  on  the  record." 

" And  now,  to  restate  the  question  'Shall  slavery  be  allowed  to  extend  in- 
to TI.S.  territories,  now  legally  free?  I beg  to  know  how  one  side  of  that 
question  is  more  sectional  than  the  other?  Of  course  I expect  to  effect 
nothing  with  the  man  who  makes  this  charge  of  sectionalism,  without  oaring 
whether  it  is  just  or  not.  But  the  candid,  fair  man  who  has  been  puzzled 
with  this  charge,  I do  ask  how  is  one  side  of  this  question,  more  sectional, 
than  the  other?  I beg  of  him  to  consider  well,  and  answer  calmly. 

" If  one  side  be  as  sectional  as  the  other,  nothing  is  gained,  as  to  sec- 
tionalism, by  changing  sides;  so  that  each  must  choose  sides  of  the  ques- 
tion on  some  other  ground,  as  I should  think,  according,  as  the  one  side 
or  the  other,  shall  appear  nearest  right.  If  he  shall  really  think  slavery 
ought  to  be  extended,  let  him  go  to  Buchanan;  if  he -thinks  it  ought  not, 
let  him  go  to  Fremont. 

"But  Fremont  and  Dayton,  are  both  residents  of  the  free-states;  and  this 
fact  has  been  vaunted  in  high  places,  as  excessive  sectionalism. 
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SETTLEMENT  OP  LOOAN  COUNTY,  ILLINOIS. 


The  old  Indian  trail  of  Illinois  began  at  the  Mississippi 
River  near  fdiere  the  city  of  Alton  now  stands,  pushed  northwestward 
or  past  the  present  site  of  Edwardsvllle , Carllnvllle  and  Springfield, 
skirted  Elldiart  Hill,  crossed  Salt  Creek,  west  to  the  present  site 
of  Lincoln,  and  then  made  directly  over  the  prairies  to  the  present 
site  of  the  city  of  Peoria. 

In  1812  Nlnlan  Edwards,  then  Governor  of  Illinois  territory, 
marched  a mounted  militia  of  rangers  along  this  trail  and  destroyed 
a Klokapoo  village  on  Klckapco  Creek,  about  two  miles  west  of  the 
present  site  of  Lincoln.  Always  afterwards  the  trail  was  known  as  the 
Edwards  Trace. 

In  1818,  when  Illinois  was  admitted  to  the  Union  as  a soverlgn 
state, there  was  not  a single  white  Inhabitant  within  the  confines  of 
what  la  now  Logan  County,  That  which  Is  now  Logan  County  was  then 
part  of  Bond  County  and  waa  Inhabited  by  Indians  of  the  Klckapoo  t ribe , 
whose  ancestors  had  driven  out  the  original  Illinois  Indians. 

The  first  white  settlements  in  what  is  now  Logan  County  were 
made  In  the  year  1819,  In  the  spring  of  that  year  James  Latham  and 
family  coming  from  Kentucky  settled  Elldiart  Hill. 

Here  they  were  visited  by  Frederick  Ernst,  a gentleman  of 
wealth  and  education,  who  had  cans  from  Germany  to  the  new  State  of 
Illinois  to  locate  a German  Settlement,  Returning  home  he  wrote  a 
monograph  called  "Observations  made  upon  a Jo\irney  through  the 
Interior  of  tiie  United  States  In  the  year  1819,"  This  was  translated 
In  1903,  In  It  he  speaks  of  finding  Mr.  latham  at  Eltoart  Grove  and 
says  that  "the  farmer  here,  Mr,  Latham,  had  thirty  acres  enclosed  by 


tr 


the  wood  of  the  blue  ash"  and  that  he  also  planted  thirty  acres  on  the 
prairie  which  thrived  beyond  all  expectation.  He  describes  the  farm 
as  being  "the  one  situated  farthest  North  In  the  whole  state  of 
Illinois,  except  perhaps  the  Military  lands  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Illinois  River, 

In  January  of  1821,  a treaty,  before  that  tiire  entered  into 
between  the  Government  and  the  Klckapoo  Indians,  was  proclaimed.  By 
this  treaty,  the  Kickapoos  ceded  to  the  Government  all  their  "lands 
on  the  Sangamon  and  the  Onaqulspaslppl."  "Onaqulspaslppl"  was  the 
Kickapoo  name  for  Salt  Creek  and  meant  the  "river  of  the  shell-bark 
hickories." 

Shortly  after  the  proclamation  of  the  Klckapoo  treaty,  the 
main  body  of  the  Kickapoos  withdrew  from  the  territory  now  known  as 
Logan  County,  but  for  fifteen  years  thereafter  irdlvldual  Indians  still 
remained  in  end  about  the  timber.  The  relations  between  the  Kickapoos 
and  the  early  settlers  were  at  all  times  friendly. 

About  1020  James  Latham  built  a horse  mill  at  the  Grove, 

Before  this  early  settlers  had  been  compelled  to  go  to  Edwardsvllle 
to  mill.  Settlers  coming  to  the  mill  from  a great  distance  to  get 
their  grinding  done  camped  over  night  waiting  their  turn. 

The  first  school  taught  in  what  is  now  Logan  county  was  taught 
by  Erastus  Wright  in  1821  in  James  Latham's  double  cabin  at  Elkhart  Hill 
In  1821  Sangamon  County  was  created  by  the  Illinois  Legis- 
lature with  Springfield  the  county  seat.  As  created,  it  Included  the 
entire  central  portion  of  the  State, 

James  Latham  was  the  first  probate  Judge  of  Sangamon  County. 

His  appointment  being  signed  by  Governor  Bond,  the  first  Governor  of 


Illinois, 


In  lQ2i  he  was  appointed  Indian  agent  at  Port  Clark 
(now  Peoria),  by  President  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  moved  hla  family 
there  and  died  December  4,  1826.  His  widow  returned  to  Elkhart  Hill 
with  the  family  and  lived  there  twenty  years  after  her  husbands 
death,  passing  away  Augitst  11,  lf47.  They  are  both  buried  In  the 
Latham  Cemetary  at  Elkhart  Hill. 

The  oldest  son,  Richard  Latham,  born  December  23,  1798,  In 
Bowling  Green,  Warren  County,  Kentucky,  returned  to  Elkhart  Hill 
on  the  death  of  his  father.  Here  he  built  and  kept  a post  house, 
known  as  The  Old  Kentucky  House.  This  was  a stopping  place  for 
early  settlers  in  the  1820»s  and  later,  for  the  lawyers  who  traveled 
the  circuit.  Judge  Treat,  David  Davis,  Logan,  Stuart,  Baker,  Edwards, 
Matheny  and  Lincoln,  and  others  who  stopped  on  their  way  to  and  from 
Springfield  to  Postvllle  and  Bloomington.  Richard  lived  at  ElWiart 
Hill  until  1853,  when  they  sold  the  farm  for  the  highest  price  land 
had  over  sold  for  in  Logan  county.  Mr.  Latham  then  retired  from 
business  and  moved  with  his  family  to  Springfield,  where  he  lived  untl! 
his  death. 

THE  NAMING  OF  THE  CITY  OF  LINCOLN 

Colonel  Robert  B.  Latham,  the  father  of  the  writer,  was  the 
youngest  child  of  James  Latham,  and  a year  old  when  his  father 
settled  at  Elkhart  Hill,  being  born  in  1818,  the  year  Illinois  was 
admitted  to  statehood. 

After  hla  father's  death  In  162t  he  attended  school  for  a 
while  In  Morgansfiold,  Kentucky.  At  16  he  entered  the  high  school 
at  Springfield,  Nearly  every  morning  Mr.  Lincoln  used  to  call  him 
in  when  on  the  way  to  school  and  ask  him  what  the  lesson  was  for  that 
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day  and  help  him.  LIr.  Lincoln  later  told  my  mother  Robert  helped 
him  In  his  education.  When  Mrs,  Latham  asked  In  what  way,  Mr,  Lincoln 
replied,  "By  brushing  up  on  his  early  school  days  and  in  studies  that 
Mr.  Lincoln  had  never  had," 

After  finishing  school  at  Springfield  he  returned  to 
Elkhart  Elll  w-here  he  engaged  In  farming  on  the  old  L^ooln  place. 

In  1850  he  sold  the  place  and  moved  to  Mt.  Pulaski,  then  the 
county  seat,  where  he  engaged  In  the  real  estate  business.  In  that 
year  Colonel  Latham  was  elected  sheriff  of  Logan  County, 

1853  was  marked  by  the  coming  of  the  first  steam  railroad 
Into  Logan  county.  The  Alton  & Sangamon  railroad,  from  Alton  to 
Springfield,  now  part  of  the  Chicago  ic  Alton,  was  built  In  1652  and 
early  In  1853  preparations  were  made  to  extend  the  road  through  Logan 
and  McLean  counties,  to  Bloomington,  with  Chicago  as  an  ultimate 
objective, 

Mr,  Latham  was  engaged  to  secure  the  right  of  way  through 
Logan  County.  Virgil  Klckcox  of  Springfield  was  a director  of  the 
road,  and  John  D.  Gillette,  a relative  of  Mr.  Latham's  by  marriage, 
an  extensive  Logan  County  land  owner  and  cattle  raiser,  decided  to 
locate  a new  town  sits  along  the  proposed  railroad  right  of  way, 

Mr.  Latham  went  to  Philadelphia  to  purchase  the  town  site. 

They  were  personal  friends  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  he  was  their 
personal  attorney  and  attorney  for  the  new  railroad.  Meeting  at  the 
office  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  In  Springfield,  August  24,  1853,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  form  of  deed  drawn  up  for  the  town  lot  sale 
Mr,  Lincoln  said  they  would  have  a name  for  the  new  town  before 
they  could  draw  up  the  papers,  Bdr.  Latham  replied,  "V/ell  name  It 
Lincoln",  Mr.  Lincoln  said,  "Oo  ahead,  boys,  but  nothing  of  that 
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name  ever  amounted  to  anything,"  So  the  new  town  site  was  given  the 
name  of  Lincoln, 

The  city  of  Lincoln,  Illinois, has  the  sole  and  ixnique 
distinction  of  being  the  only  town  in  the  TJnlted  States  named  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  before  he  was  President,  or  before  he  was  thought 
of  being  President, 

At  the  public  sale  of  lots  in  the  new  town,  held  August  29, 
1853,  Mr.  Lincoln  purchased  a v/ater  melflon  from  the  wagon  of  a farmer 
and  divided  the  melton  with  the  proprietors  of  the  town  and  remarked, 
"Now  we  have  christened  the  new  town." 

With  the  laying  out  of  the  nev/  town  of  Lincoln,  the  pro- 
prietors secured  the  passage  of  a bill  through  the  Legislature, 
submitting  to  the  voters  of  the  county  the  question  of  the  removal 
of  the  county  seat  from  Mt,  Pulaski  to  the  new  town  site.  At  an 
election  held  in  November  of  1853,  the  proposition  of  removal  won, 
and  Lincoln  became  the  third  county  seat  of  Logan  County. 

In  1860  Colonel  Latham  was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  General 
Palmer  at  that  time  a Republican,  stumped  the  district  for  Mr,  Latham, 
Richard  J.  Oglesby  was  a member  of  the  Senate  that  year.  Senator 
Collxm  was  speaker  of  the  house;  Judge  V^eldon,  afterwards  on  the 
Supreme  bench  at  Washington,  was  a member  of  the  house.  In  1861 
Mr,  Latham  went  on  to  Washington  at  Mr,  Lincoln's  first  inaugural. 

While  in  V/ashington  he  was  the  guest  of  United  States  Senator  Trumble , 
After  Mr,  Latham's  return  from  Washington,  and  President  Lincoln's 
declaration  of  war.  Colonel  Latham  organized  the  106th  Regiment  of 
Illinois  volimteers,  receiving  his  appointment  as  Colonel  of  the 
Regiment  from  Governor  Richard  Yates,  the  war  Governor  of  Illinois, 

In  1846  Colonel  Latham  was  married  to  Georgianna  P,  Gillette, 
a daughter  of  John  Gilette,  sr.  She  died  in  1853, 


In  1856,  Colonel  Latham  was  married  to  Savillah  Wyatt,  the 
daughter  of  Wllllairi  Wyatt,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Morgantown, 
In  1857-59,  Mr.  Latham  built  the  Latham  Home  on  Block  1, 
of  the  original  town  of  Lincoln,  Here,  In  this  home,  Mr.  Lincoln 
stopped  with  Mr.  Latham  whenever  he  was  in  Lincoln,  Not  only 
Lincoln,  but  Grant,  several  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  David  Davis, 
Oglesby,  Collum,  Weldon,  In  fact  practically  all  the  old  governors, 
senators,  and  United  States  judges  were  guests  of  my  father  at  this 
home. 


Colonel  Latham  died  April  16,  1895. 
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THE  LATHAM  HOME,  LIBCOLN,  ILLINOIS 
BUILT  IN  1867 

'WHERE  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  WAS  A PREQUEHT  QUEST" 
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HISTORY  OF  LOGAM  COWTY'S  FIRST  COURT  HOUSE  AT  PQSTVILLE 


The  first  Court  House  of  Logan  County,  Illinois,  a photograph  of 
V7hlch  appears  on  the  cover,  built  In  Postvllle  In  1840,  then  the  county 
seat,  but  since  which  time  has  been  merged  with  the  City  of  Lincoln,  Is 
of  great  historical  value. 

The  bill  creating  Logan  County  was  presented  to  the  Illinois  Legis- 
lature January  16,  1639,  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Counties  In  the  Eleventh  General  Assembly, 

The  bill  sponsored  by  Ur,  Lincoln  passed  both  houses  of  the  Legis- 
lature and  was  signed  by  Governor  Carlin  February  15,  1839, 

Logan  Coimty  was  named  by  Mr,  Lincoln  for  Dr.  John  Logan,  a member 
of  the  Legislature  with  Mr.  Lincoln,  a well  known  southern  Illinois  pioneer 
and  politician  and  father  of  General  John  A,  Logan. 

The  bill  creating  Logan  County  named  three  commissioners  to  locate 
the  county’s  first  county  seat.  The  commissioners  who  resided  out  of  the 
new  county  met  at  Postvllle,  June  3,  1839, 

The  Court  House  was  built  in  1840  and  It  was  In  this  historical 
building  that  Judge  Treat  and  Judge  David  Davis  held  court,  Peter  Cartwright 
conducted  religious  services.  Lincoln  had  just  been  admitted  to  the  bar  and 
this  la  the  only  court  house  still  in  existence  In  which  Lincoln  tried  his 
earliest  cases.  In  was  in  this  building  that  such  prominent  lawyers  as 
Baker,  Edwards,  Stuart,  Walker  and  others  argued  to  court  and  Juries, 

In  1848  the  county  seat  was  moved  to  Mt.  Pulaski  where  the  citizens 
built  a new  brick  court  house.  The  coimty  oommlssioners  sold  the  Postvllle 
Court  House  to  private  parties  which  precipitated  a lawsuit  in  which 
Abraham  Lincoln  represented  the  county.  The  old  Court  House  and  grounds, 
after  changing  hands  several  times,  were  sold  to  Henry  Ford  In  1929  and 
the  building  was  moved  by  him  In  Its  entirety  to  his  American  Village  at 
Greenfield,  Michigan. 
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